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PROTOCOLS, 
It is indeed a great privilege and honor to welcome you all to the 2009 International Conference on Youth and Interfaith Communication, in the City of Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria’s “Home of Peace and Tourism”. The theme of this year’s Conference is “Building Bridges through Interfaith Dialogue and Citizen-to-Citizen Collaboration” and is designed to promote interfaith communication and build bridges of love, trust and friendship among religiously diverse youth, and provide a platform for local, national and international collaboration. The conference will engage participants in a dynamic experience of faith development as well as challenge them to positively respond to the universal call to holiness. Through dialogue and working together in this atmosphere of trust and cooperative creativity, we expect that this conference will help to eliminate the rhetoric of hate and end various forms of violence perpetrated in the name of religion. This will in turn eliminate the predictable back biting, gossip and mistrust that flourish when interfaith is absent.
The history of interfaith dialogue is as ancient as the world’s religions. History records many examples of interfaith initiatives and dialogue throughout the ages. Interfaith Dialogue or interfaith refer to cooperative and positive interaction between people of different religious traditions or faiths and spiritual or humanistic beliefs, at both the individual and institutional levels with the aim of deriving a common ground through a concentration on similarities between faiths, understanding of values and commitment to the world. According to Dr. Hans Kung, Professor of Ecumenical Theology and President of the Foundation for a Global Ethic, 

There will be no peace among the nations without peace among the religions. 
There will be no peace among the religions without dialogue among the religions”
Youth constitute a major force in the contemporary world. In addition to their intellectual contribution and ability to mobilize support, young people have a unique perspective. When appreciated and positively engaged, youth can initiate actions that result in unprecedented social growth and development. Religion, on the other hand, has the capacity of facilitating the attainment of appropriate standards of excellence, motivating and equipping a compassionate response and influencing citizens to become effective and powerful voices for change, peace and social justice. This conference offers such a unique and dynamic opportunity to address the pressing concerns and challenges of our collective social existence from a faith and youth perspectives. We recognize that youth are an important and indispensable part of faith communities that must be actively involved in interfaith work in their communities. This conference hopes to explore and strengthen our diverse faith and spiritual traditions as we strive towards achieving social cohesion, bringing about reconciliation of opposites and building bridges of peace across borders. Through this conference, we hope to promote and create an atmosphere of sustained interfaith dialogue and such shall serve as a unifying symbol of peace in these turbulent times in our world.

This conference challenges and calls each one of us into this “sacred activism”. The conference presents us with a new opportunity to reclaim a world that for too long has been driven by fear and limited identification. Because our sphere of identification is limited, we tend to see enemies everywhere. Our survival genuinely depends on our expanding this limited identification to include the largest frame of reference, the whole of humankind. Like a new chick, we must break out of our shell or stay confined and die.

I like to thank all of you for taking time to participate in this conference. Please know that each one of you here is important and you all have something to offer and something to take home. I welcome and encourage you to be open to receive and also share from your wealth of knowledge and practical experience, so that living and working together as human beings, we can improve and make our world better than we met it.

I also like to thank all our sponsors and partners whose material and moral support made this program a reality today. We received tremendous support and goodwill from The Dalai Lama Foundation, the Jewish & Palestinian Living Room Dialogue Group, Africa Regional Office of Teachers Without Borders, Order of Kush International, Creative Minds International Academy, individuals and organizations too many to mention. 

I like to end this welcome address with the words of Dr. Harold Saunders, Former Assistant Secretary of State and Negotiator of Camp David Accords:

“There are some things that only governments can do, such as negotiating 
binding agreements. But there are some things that only citizens 
outside governments can do, such as changing human relationships”.
Thank You
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